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AMENDED CLAIMS 
remaining claims unchanged (3 pages)J 



What is claimed is: 
Claims 1- 12 (canceled) 



10 



«d conditio. v»« 1- . po.,g».l ^ ■ ; ^ ^ 

for p^cs^g .he c^^«» ^^i„»l 
fluid conducUoo vents is substantially less uim 
.tape of the smll-widO. fluid conduction vents been cncular. 
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14. The method of claim 13, fi>rther comprising the steps of: 

a) using said article to make a pattern; and 

b) using said pattern in a lost-foam molding process. 

Claims 15 -42 (canceled) 

43. An article produced by the method described in claim 13. 
Claims 44-86 (cancelled) 



« S, The me^od of Cin, 13. «he«in ^ ^ ^ ' ^ 

" Jourr^. dim^isionai ^ ^ seiecUv. lase. ».tein,. 

X-e .«hod Of cU^ ,3, ^ — . - - ~ - «^'" " 
been produced by stud layered m^infecturing process. 

" - -e^etb^ofclai^ - — of - article, »berein at 
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absent small-widU" fluid conduaion vent or vents; 

ri.«,« said fns. eiec^nio ffle »i* said second elecnonio fde to create a thtrd 

eZic fife — . . teP— 'tn" I 

awsmai,-»id,l,«uid— nven.o,ve..spositi„nedw.t>,n.sa«>,..*^^^^ 

d, using said thirf me wifl. said layered n>a.u6cturing process to prod»:e sard artrcle. 

,0 The Method of cairn 13. tether cor,„rising step of designing a. ™ 
lu-^idth fluid condn^on vents to have a cross-sectional shap. d.t ,s selected .^m dre 
10 group of consisting of square and hexagon. 

91 The method of claim 13, wherein the mold has a direction of opening during use ^d the 
^IJ^. comprises the step of orienting at least one of said small-w.dth conduction 
vents to have acenterline oriented parallel to said direction of opemng. 

15 

Q2 A method comprising the steps of: 

°, „ode,i,^ «r -tide having a plmality ot snrall-width fluid conducfon ven s to 
an el^tronic ffle. »h«ein each of the s.na,.-„idd, fluid conduction vents has a 

Dolygonal cross-sectional shape; and 

said Plurality comprises a sufflcienUy large nun^er of ^^^^ 
.onduc^on vents so drat the nme fbr processing the electronic Ale is substanuafly less *.» « 
"veheenhaddte cro^s^tiona, shape of the sn-l.-»idd. fluid conduchon vents heen 

25 circular. 

„. The method of claim 92, further conrpdsing the step of selecting the article to be a fluid 
regulation component of a shock absorber. 
30 94. Themethodofclaim92.f^ercomprisingthestepofselectingthearticletobeamold. 

95 The method of claim 94, wherein the mold has a direction of opening and the meth.^ 
Ler comprises the step of orienting at least one of said small-wid* conducUon vents to 
have a centerline oriented parallel to said direction of openmg. 
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^ otd-im n whe^i. ^ «««le is s.,»,.a » be „ EPS bead .o,^ 

„ Th. -e^C ot..„ oo»^stos ... s^ep of us^S - BPS W »oM •» 

pjrfuce . pattern for a lost-foam molding process. 
' ,S. The„e,hodofc..«9.«.«.e,oompHsinsO,es«pofs...o««S*.-ic.e,oU.h... 

transfer device. 

99 Tl.e method of claim 92. wherein the step of modeling includes: 

said ^.s. and seooad eieeuonic ... .o »ea« ^ ^ - " - 

15 used in step b). 

T.e me0.od of Cairn n. ^ '^^'^^ ^ ^'^"^ 

^o™.l shape ftom group e».is««g of. s,»» and a hexagod. 

. ... .0 me^od — ^^^^^^^^^ 

manufecturing process from the group consisting o 
laser sintering. 

method of claim 92, .rther comprising the step of infiltrating the article after .has 
25 been produced by said layered manufacturing Focess. 

X. tW of claim 92 further comprising the step of designing at least one of the 
103. The method of claun y-t, lui r 

small-width fluid conduction vents to have a cross-section that vanes 
centerUne. 

" ,0, H,. me*od of claim 92. &«h.. comprising .he s.ep of deigning a.. e^»' 
:l "rlid c».d„e«on .enu .o v.. in ^-^-^ ^ " 
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105. The method of claim 92, further comprising the step of infiltrating the article after it has 
been produced by said layered manufacturing process. 

106. An article produced by the method of claim 92. 
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